
        W E L C O M E  T O  Z I O N
 PRELUDE — Jill Sousek
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
The sign of the cross ☩ may be made in remembrance of Baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring 
of life. Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us 
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us 
for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the 
needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to 
scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our 
faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your loving kindness. Restore 
our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the 
Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved 
children of God. Amen.

HYMN #668 — O Zion, Haste
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And, also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the 
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace 
and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
God of grace, hear our prayer.

THE OFFERING

C O M M U N I O N
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER [TRADITIONAL]

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY — Jill Sousek

BLESSING 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy  
gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us  
out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for  
the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, Amen.

S E N D I N G
BENEDICTION

HYMN #551 — The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live in hope. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE — Jill Sousek
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Third Sunday 
after Epiphany  

JANUARY 26, 2025



MUSIC — Give Me Oil in My Lamp ~ ZION Choir [10:30 AM]

W O R D
FIRST READING —  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. 
They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD 
had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This 
was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before 
the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and 
the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law.

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above 
all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the 
LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to 
the ground.

So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave 
the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the 
governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people 
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or 
weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said 
to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them 
to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do 
not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

SECOND READING — 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit.

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make 
it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, 
I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body 
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The  
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, 
“I have no need of you.”

On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less honorable we 
clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with 
greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But 
God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 
that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the 
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds 
of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various 
kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? But strive for the greater gifts.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

The Holy Gospel, according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL — Luke 4:14-21 
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes  
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
THE SERMON — Pastor Scott Ludford
HYMN #710 — Let Streams of Living Justice
HOLY BAPTISM — Cleo Rose Anschutz [SEE INSERT | 10:30 AM] 



MUSIC — Give Me Oil in My Lamp ~ ZION Choir [10:30 AM]

W O R D
FIRST READING —  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. 
They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD 
had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This 
was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before 
the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and 
the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law.

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above 
all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the 
LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to 
the ground.

So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave 
the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the 
governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people 
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or 
weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said 
to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them 
to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do 
not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

SECOND READING — 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit.

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make 
it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, 
I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body 
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The  
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, 
“I have no need of you.”

On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less honorable we 
clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with 
greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But 
God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 
that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the 
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds 
of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various 
kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? But strive for the greater gifts.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

The Holy Gospel, according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL — Luke 4:14-21 
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes  
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
THE SERMON — Pastor Scott Ludford
HYMN #710 — Let Streams of Living Justice
HOLY BAPTISM — Cleo Rose Anschutz [SEE INSERT | 10:30 AM] 



        W E L C O M E  T O  Z I O N
 PRELUDE — Jill Sousek
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
The sign of the cross ☩ may be made in remembrance of Baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring 
of life. Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us 
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us 
for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the 
needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to 
scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our 
faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your loving kindness. Restore 
our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the 
Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved 
children of God. Amen.

HYMN #668 — O Zion, Haste
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And, also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the 
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace 
and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
God of grace, hear our prayer.

THE OFFERING

C O M M U N I O N
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER [TRADITIONAL]

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY — Jill Sousek

BLESSING 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy  
gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us  
out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for  
the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, Amen.

S E N D I N G
BENEDICTION

HYMN #551 — The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live in hope. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE — Jill Sousek

      ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1254 S. Union Street, Shawano, WI 54166  

715.526.2017 • zion@shawanozion.org • www.shawanozion.org 
A member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

 
From sundaysandseasons.com.©2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS015039. New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, ©1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission. CCLI License #1006583. CCLI Streaming Acct. 2456486. Clipart and stock photos used by permission of Communication 
Resources, Inc. ©2025 ChurchArt Online. Clipart is used with permission from sermoncentral.com. ©2025 by Outreac4h Inc., Colorado Springs, CO 80919. 
©2003-2025. Cover: Casting by Jan Richardson. ©Jan Richardson. All rights reserved. Used by permission of the artist. janrichardson.com.

Third Sunday 
after Epiphany  

JANUARY 26, 2025


	ZION BULLETIN 2025-01-26-L
	ZION BULLETIN 2025-01-26-R

